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9.00 – Onwards:  Arrivals and introduction

9.30 -11.15

Session One: 
Managing death and care
Chair: Katharine Tyler
9.30 - 10.05  Arnar Árnason,  University of Aberdeen 

Death on the road

This paper centres on roads in North East Scotland and reports on ongoing research into five related themes: The growing concern, panic even, over the number of causalities on the region’s roads; efforts being made to increase road safety; the battle over memorialisation of victims of traffic accidents; proposals for and protests against road construction; and the apparitions that have been encountered on roads in North East Scotland. 

The paper will seek to address and analyse these issues by bringing together two different theoretical viewpoints: Paul Virilio’s ‘dromology’ that emphasises the political interest in securing the speedy and efficient movement of people and goods; and a phenomenological examination of the experience of speed. The paper is based on ethnographic research, interviews and analysis of public documents. 

10.05 – 10.40 Susanne Langer, Jonathan Scourfield and Ben Fincham

Making sense of messy deaths: reflections on the use of qualitative research in the study of suicide

Taking a qualitative sociological autopsy study of suicide as its point of departure, this paper asks if it is possible to study suicide ethnographically. 

Beginning with Durkheim, suicide has caught the imagination of social scientists. Yet, despite this longstanding tradition, at present research in the field is predominantly conducted in disciplines such as medicine, psychiatry, psychology and epidemiology. It is also overwhelmingly quantitative. Recently, a number of researchers have begun to argue for a greater role of qualitative research in the study of suicide. The multi-disciplinary team at Cardiff University I was involved with conducted a qualitative sociological autopsy study in a medium-sized British city that combined coroners’ records, with interviews of bereaved relatives, and in some cases media reports.

Suicide is often a very messy event and the partial, fragmented and contradictory perspectives surrounding it also permeate its every account. Drawing on anthropological approaches to the study of bureaucracy and to documents, the paper will show how coroners’ files of suicides are attempts at managing this cacophony of voices in order to allow coroners to fulfil their duty: establishing the identity of the deceased, and ascertaining the circumstances and cause of the death in cases where it appears not to have been natural. Some of the ethical and methodological dilemmas inherent in studying suicide with the use of qualitative methods will also be addressed. The paper will conclude with a suggestion of what an ethnographic approach to the study of suicide might look like. 

10.40 - 11.15 John Larsen, University of Surrey

Navigating layers of meaning in British mental health care

 

In this paper I explore the different layers of cultural meaning as they are reflected in the provision of British mental health services. I draw on my previous research on how people who have experienced first time psychosis seek to (re-)create a sense of self and ontological security by constructing meaning through creatively combining various systems of explanation from the cultural repertoire that are available through their particular social positioning and the (therapeutic) services they are provided with. Through more recently working alongside mental health clinicians, managers and service users to provide ‘practice development’ and ‘service improvement’ I have learned that this theoretical conceptualisation provides a model of wider applicability to the mental health care system in Britain. Clinicians and managers on acute psychiatric wards operate particular and locally specific meaning systems that influence how they approach patients and which types of intervention are considered relevant and appropriate. For example, when seeking to introduce new guidelines for mental health nurses’ therapeutic engagement with patients’ experiences and ‘stories’ comprehensive and highly structured documentation or ‘paperwork’ are applied as managerial procedures of directing and ensuring the work. Paradoxically, this particular strategy of managing and auditing the therapeutic work is counterproductive to the intention of the approach. The highly structured approach gives clinicians a sense of ‘interrogating’ the patient, and the ‘story’ which is created through the interpersonal exchange more belongs to the clinician’s discourse than to the individual patient. The therapeutic encounter generates a system of explanation that reproduces or reflects the particular professional and managerial system. I conclude the paper by discussing the role of the anthropologist in navigating these layers of meaning when collaborating with clinicians, managers and service users in the mental health care system.

11.15 - 11.30  Coffee break

11.30 – 1.15

Session Two: 
Guiding practice and the imagination 
Chair: Peter Phillimore

11.30 – 12.05  Andrew Whitehouse, University of Aberdeen

Becoming continuity: how conservation stopped being a change in Islay, Scotland

Continuity and change have often been associated, both by anthropologists and their informants, with fixity and mobility.  Continuity and change thus come to be metaphorically implicated in what counts as local or external.  A phenomenon can come to be seen as continuity or change as much through its perceived origins as its effects.  I explore these relations as they were played out in relations involving farmers and nature conservationists on the Scottish island of Islay.  Conservation, like many phenomena arriving from elsewhere, was widely perceived by farmers in Islay as a negative change, rather than as an enduring aspect of Islay farming or a useful innovation.  This initially made it difficult for conservationists to get their approaches to land and species management accepted.  But developments in the practices of conservationists and also in the farming economy enabled conservation, as a phenomena originating away from the island, to be seen as a possible innovation that became increasingly necessary as 'traditional' approaches failed.  The paper will examine the ways in which conservationists attempted to gain acceptance by becoming more local and will also consider whether this facilitated the acceptance of conservation as a form of continuity in the eyes of farmers.  I reveal that the perception of what counts as either continuity or change is constantly negotiable, but that ideas about how continuity and change in general relate both to one another and to fixity and mobility appear to be more enduring.
12.05 – 12.40 Don Macleod, University of Glasgow
Anthropology and rural business development: the roles of culture

This paper is based on a new research project which looks at the sustainable development of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) involved in the industry sectors of tourism, agriculture, renewable energy and forest products in the south of Scotland. The project involves the universities of Glasgow and Paisley and will last for almost two years. Culture plays a part in this project in two direct ways:

Culture as heritage: The knowledge (cultural capital) of academics (Scottish history, literature, natural environment, anthropology, business and tourism) is applied to improve business performance; disseminated through publications, seminars, workshops, conferences and websites. Cultural heritage has already been commodified within the region: for example three towns are associated with particular products – books, artists and food - to increase visitor numbers and business. 

The culture of business: Businesses have established patterns of behaviour, interactions, structures and ideologies. Many farms and tourism enterprises are family owned and there are business networks developed to share information (social capital). There may be specific ‘ways of seeing’ apparent among this group of people, e.g. individualist, entrepreneurial or ‘quality of life’ oriented.  

This project is an exciting development and provides a revealing example of how anthropologists can become involved in multidisciplinary, industry-focused research using focus groups, interviews and observation. The paper should serve as a useful discussion point on the merits of anthropological approaches and critical perspectives on both culture and research.

12.40 – 1.15  Iain Edgar, University of Durham

The role of the inspirational night dream among Moslems in the UK

Islam is probably the largest night dream culture in the world today. In Islam the night dream is thought to offer a way of metaphysical knowledge, a practical, alternate and possibly democratic source of imaginative inspiration and guidance, and an ethical clarity to action in this world. Yet dreams, even purported true dreams, are notoriously difficult to validate and sometimes to interpret. This paper explores some key aspects of Islamic dream theory and interpretation and offers many examples, some gathered directly by the author, as to the possible inspirational guidance claimed by many Moslems in the UK and elsewhere. I also consider some of the core anthropological, historical and interpretive issues arising from such powerful dream narratives. 

I outline a proposed research project which will study some of the following topics: 

1. study the dream interpretive practices of Imams in the UK. 

2. study dream interpretative practices by different generations of Moslems in the UK and Pakistan. 

3. develop a database of the dream imagery of dreams of the Prophet Mohammed by UK Moslem residents (In Islamic dream theory if you dream of the Prophet and he is ‘complete’ this is usually regarded as a true dream, al-Ruya, from Allah). Also gather data as to the impact of such dreams on their lives. 

4. study Istikhaara (Islamic dream incubation and divination practices) practices in the UK and their impact on core life area such as marriage choice. 

5. the reported night dreams, and their impact, of ex-Guantanamo Bay inmates in the UK and Pakistan. 

1.15 – 2.15 Lunch 

2.15 - 3.25

Session Three:        Culture, Anthropological Knowledge and Belonging  
Chair: Cathrine Degnen
2.15 - 2.50   Elizabeth Hart, University of Nottingham & Ronald Frankenberg, University of Keele
Revisiting the field: a dialogue

In this paper we create a dialogue about our separate past fieldwork experience in Britain and our revisiting of it now that what was then in the future for both the anthropologist and research participants is in the past. That past, both shared and separate, has become part of an ongoing future, then both seen and unforeseen. The ongoing future cultures now in the past of both Wales and the Potteries are analysed by each ethnographer but in very different ways. Hart is in process of revisiting and re-interviewing her original informants; Frankenberg’s informants of fifty years ago are almost all unlikely  still to be available so that, by choice and by inevitability, he has taken the opportunity of seeking similarity and difference in the pre- and post- facto commentaries of contemporaneous creative writers and other chroniclers. This is made possible by the fact that the Culture of Wales remains, for national and linguistic reasons, Culture with a capital-C; while rich creative cultural depictions of Potteries life, while not totally absent, do not perhaps thrust themselves so vigorously into consciousness as they once did.
 
Conducted in different parts of the UK, thirty years apart (Frankenberg’s in the early 1950s and Hart’s in the early to mid 1980s), the ethnographies may nevertheless have important things to say to each other and even to other observers, about changing methodologies as well as the negative and positive interaction of globalisation with local social processes. Frankenberg’s ethnography documented and analysed, what then seemed to be processes of cultural (industrial and social) decline, which nevertheless may have had ambivalent implications for gender relations, family and the scale, extent and definition of neighbourhood. Hart’s work suggests that similar but significantly different processes, albeit in a very different cultural and socio-technical environment for both researchers and researched, are only now beginning to be played out in the Potteries.

2.50 – 3.25 Roger Ballard, Consultant Anthropologist

Anthropology, minorities and the law
 

The arrival of large numbers of migrants from formerly colonized territories during the course of the past century has sharply increased the level and depth of ethnic plurality in every part Euro-American world. Although the legal order of each Euro-American state differs in character, virtually all assume that the population whose lives it seeks to order, and whose disputes its seeks to settle is ethnically homogeneous, and that its members will consequently order their personal and domestic lives in terms of broadly similar – and commonly understood – social and cultural conventions. The arrival and settlement of substantial minority populations of extra-European origin has severely undermined the validity of that assumption, precipitating all sorts of challenges to the equitable administration of justice.
 

Based on my experience of acting as a provider of expert anthropological evidence in cases where South Asian settlers and their offspring have found themselves involved in legal proceedings in the UK, this paper will explore the conundrums which are currently being thrown up for lawyers, judges (and for anthropologists!) as all the various dimensions of English law – criminal, civil, family, fraud, immigration and so forth – seeks to come to grips with the de facto presence of populations whose members organize their personal and domestic lives according to premises which often differ markedly from those deployed by the native English.  
3.25 – 4.00 Laura Jeffery, University of Edinburgh

Generation of difference: strategies of migration amongst forcibly displaced Chagos islanders and their descendants in Crawley, West Sussex

In this paper I explore intergenerational tensions between forcibly displaced Chagos islanders in the Indian Ocean and their descendants who have migrated to the UK. Between 1965 and 1973 the UK Government depopulated the Chagos Archipelago, forcibly displacing the islanders to Mauritius and Seychelles. In 2002, Chagos islanders and their second-generation offspring were awarded UK citizenship. Several hundred Chagossians have migrated to the UK seeking employment and educational opportunities. Many older islanders, who perceive that UK citizenship disproportionately benefits the younger generations, feel that their greater suffering (as a result of their first-hand experiences of the displacement and their ongoing dislocation from their homeland) has been neglected and was not adequately redressed with the granting of British passports. Moreover, older islanders routinely chastise the younger generations for their alleged lack of solidarity and lack of commitment to the ‘Chagossian community’, especially when their families have made financial contributions towards their passage to the UK. Shared experiences of migration and resettlement in the UK, however, have resulted in new ties between these younger migrants in the form of financial loans, practical assistance with accommodation and employment, friendship and romance. In this paper I explore how intergenerational tensions, existing connections to the ‘homeland’, the construction of a new ‘home’ in the UK, and emergent ties amongst recent migrants from the Indian Ocean together influence migrants’ strategies of integration and non-integration and their changing relationships to their places of birth, upbringing and residence.

4.00 – 5:00  Final Discussions

4.00 – 4.30   Reflections on the day
4.30 – 5.00   General Discussion: The way forward for AOB


